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Celebrating the life of a hero: Achilles
Sunrise: 1250 B.C
Sunset: 1200 B.C
We are gathered here today to pay our last respect for our very own warrior, a man who will forever be in the heart of every Greek. We are gathered here not to mourn but to celebrate the good life our son. Achilles and son of Nereid Thetis and Peleus, the great king of the Myrmidons. He was born at a place called Thessaly, Greece. This was his home town where he lived with his parents, but when he was nine years old, a seer predicted that he would be killed at a battle against Trojans. To protect him, his mother disguised him as a girl and sent him to live on the Aegean island of Skyros. However, Achilles was born a natural warrior, and soon, he left the island to join the Greek army (King, 2018).
As a young boy, Achilles strangled a wild boar with his bare hands and even caught a running deer. He fought for his country, conquering many cities, and was very brutal in the Trojan War. He is described as a consuming fire (Michelakis, 2017). His presence was dreaded by the Trojans. Achilles managed to kill Hector, the prince of Troy, to avenge a friend's death and dragged his body around the city walls so that he could humiliate him. This is Achilles’ main accomplishment in which he helped the Greeks win the Trojan war. He was also credited with killing 31,000 Greek soldiers, a fete not achieved by anybody else. However, Achilles was eventually killed by Trojan prince Paris by shooting him in his heel with an arrow when he was entering Trojan. He died on the spot, still unbowed in battle. Achilles' final speech before he died was the one, he had with Troilus where he asked him to give him one little kiss, but Troilus responded by saying he would rather kiss a snake or a pig (Burgess, 2019). Although he has a tragic flaw (hubris), Achilles is a simple character. When given the choice to live a short glorious life or heroism for a long time, he chose glorious life. We celebrate him for his strength and courage. We should all aspire to emulate this great Greek warrior.  
 His flower arrangements are to be taken Lee charity home. This charity was essential to Achilles because his best friend's wake was held there. From his experiences, I learned that Achilles believed that having the courage to fight gives a man honor and meaning. Even though he knew that the human cost of war, he did not shy away from it.

May the lord rest our hero in eternal peace.
In God’s Hands You Rest, in Our Hearts You Remain Forever. 
RIP Achilles 
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